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The analysis of the current taxation system was launched 
in February during an initial seminar, bringing together 
elected officials, administration, and partners. Previously, 
under the former mandate, a study had been conducted to 

determine the margins for evolution, and comparisons with other 
territories were made. This diagnosis is currently being finalized, 
indicated President Mussington, who is carrying this reform pro-
ject jointly with First Vice President Alain Richardson. At the 
opening of the morning session held on March 31 at the Grand 
Case Beach Club, they emphasized the urgency of “simplifying 
the tax code of Saint Martin and optimizing local taxation in the 
interest of all.”

A NECESSARY MODERNIZATION

TAXATION REPRESENTs 85% of the resources of the Collec-
tivity (approximately €150 million), but the diagnosis highlights 
several weaknesses: outdated IT tools, a lack of data reliability, 
control difficulties that favor fraud, as well as a tax framework 
that is sometimes unclear and unsuitable for a fragile economic 
fabric largely composed of micro-enterprises. 
In light of this observation, the priority is to modernize the system

which is currently too complex (at least ten different software 
programs are used by the public finance department) to achieve 
a single, unified platform. Work on this has already begun, accor-
ding to the General Director of the Collectivity’s services. This 
improvement in tools and collection work would ensure more 
stable and secure revenues. It is also about simplifying proce-
dures for residents, ultimately allowing for all declarations to be 
made online. 
The goal for the Collectivity is to collect taxes directly, without 
going through the State, in order to gain autonomy, responsive-
ness, and clarity. 

IMPROVING SYSTEM EFFICIENCY

The reform also aims to make taxation a lever for economic 
development. This includes supporting the structuring of local 
businesses by simplifying tax regimes, making taxation clearer, 
and directing tax benefits towards priority sectors, contingent on 
commitments (employment, training, investment, environmental 
transition).
Expanding the tax base to include new activities is another ave-
nue being discussed. The tourist tax could be modified, and some 

taxes could disappear in favor of others, such as the introduction 
of an eco-tax. At this stage, no concrete measures have yet been 
adopted. 
Elected officials held an initial working meeting on April 1, and 
a framework deliberation is expected to soon define the main 
orientations and propose the creation of an ad hoc commis-
sion. The reform will be carried out in stages, through thematic 
workshops and successive decisions. A public feedback session is 
also planned to involve the population in this project, which will 
continue over the next two to three years. 	                 A.B

On April 7 and 8, the STDEII seminar aimed to de-
velop a working document through a methodology 
based on consultation and sharing experiences. To 
this end, «key witnesses» were gathered to share their 

vision; among them were representatives from the Guadeloupe 

Region, the French Development Agency (AFD), the Institute of 
Issuance of Overseas Departments (IEDOM) Guadeloupe, and 
the Caribbean Agency for Cybersecurity (ACCYB). Thematic 
workshops took place on Wednesday, April 8, throughout the day. 

AN OPERATIONAL FRAMEWORK 

Led by the «Attractiveness Economy Employment» delegation 
of the Collectivity, these consultation efforts aimed to establi-
sh a framework in line with the needs of the territory. «We do 
not want to create another administrative document. We want 
to build a roadmap for economic and social development. This 
framework must be operational to avoid the administrative or 
regulatory straitjacket that is a hindrance. In a territory as small 
as Saint Martin, we must engage in a dynamic approach. This 
framework must evolve with opportunities and challenges,» ar-
gues the first vice-president, Alain Richardson. 

The mission of this seminar is to identify priority actions to en-
sure the economic development of Saint Martin and to produce 
a STDEII that can be adopted in the fall of 2026. This will then 

consist of an initial implementation roadmap as well as an inte-
rim assessment allowing for adjustments. To finance structuring 
projects for Saint Martin, the territorial Collectivity has partne-
red with the French Development Agency.

AN ESSENTIAL PARTNERSHIP 

To support the territorial Collectivity, the AFD commits to pre-fi-
nancing public grants. This mechanism allows for the anticipation 
of state grant payments and accelerates the implementation of 
essential operations for the territory. An amount of 12 million 
euros will then be used to finance the first projects. Among these 
are the rehabilitation of the Youth and Culture House in Sandy 
Ground, the reconstruction of the 600 college in Quartier d’Or-
léans, the development of the RN7 in the Savane area, the reha-
bilitation of a media library with a cyclone shelter in Concordia, 
the bio-environmental renovation of the fire station, and the gree-
ning of school facilities. 
These projects address concrete needs of the territory and reflect 
a shared ambition to modernize public facilities and strengthen 
the resilience of Saint Martin.                                                 L.G

Taxation: the beginnings of the reform

The economic development of Saint Martin 
at the heart of concerns

The Community has begun a large-scale project: redefining the scope of its taxation, simplifying the general tax code, and optimizing tax revenues. The goal is to 
modernize a system that has become obsolete and is now deemed unsuitable for the realities of the territory. In the works for several years, the reform is expec-
ted to see its first applications in 2027, twenty years after the statutory change.

On Tuesday, April 7, at the Interprofessional Consular Chamber of Saint Martin (CCISM), the first vice-president Alain Richardson opened the seminar on the Ter-
ritorial Economic Development, Innovation, and Internationalization Scheme (STDEII). A strategic plan aimed at defining the main axes of the territory’s economic 
development for the next two years.
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Parades, concerts, competitions, for this 
anniversary edition the organizers of the 
Sint Maarten carnival promise a month 
full of colors. The very comprehensive 

program aims to attract both residents and 
tourists. Among the highlights, three major pa-
rades including one of a new kind. Starting on 
the second day, the illuminated parade will set 
the mood for the carnival-goers. The famous 
jump-ups will also make their return and there 
will be five this year. It is worth noting that the 
jump-up of the Franco-Dutch unit is also on the 
agenda for this anniversary edition. 

CULTURE, MUSIC 
AND LOCAL TALENTS

The carnival will celebrate culture and beauty 

through four competitions. Among these, on 
April 15, the election of the Caribbean queen 
will take place while the election of the teenage 
carnival queen will occur on April 20. On the 
music side, six international concerts will enli-
ven the festivities. A key event for fans of Carib-
bean sounds: the return of the Soca Rumble. A 
tribute concert will be dedicated to Leroy “King 
Beau Beau” Brooks, tracing his musical legacy. 
Finally, the DJ Takeover will present a show that 
highlights local DJs.

On Sunday, April 12, starting at 5 PM, the 
Village Cook Up will delight fans of local cui-
sine. Several stands will compete in a friendly 
competition featuring traditional dishes such as 
oxtail soup, barbecue chicken, and Johnny Cake; 
an event that honors the culinary richness of the 
carnival.

LET THE PARTY CONTINUE
To keep the excitement going, the organizers 
have made a bold decision: to extend the festivi-
ties by one week. To ensure the smooth running 
of the 2026 edition, enhanced security mea-
sures have been implemented. A new branch of 
the ambulance service has notably been inau-

gurated at the Jocelyn Arndell Festival Village. 
This operational unit will allow for rapid inter-
ventions to ensure the safety of the thousands of 
participants expected. Beyond the celebration, 
this 55th edition symbolizes the resilience of the 
island. An event inseparable from local culture, 
the carnival will stimulate economic and cultu-
ral life over the next four weeks.  	      L.G

Opening of the Sint Maarten Carnival
The Sint Maarten Carnival celebrates its 55th anniversary this year. From April 10 to May 5, the island will vibrate for 31 days of non-stop festivities.
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Orlando and Baltimore in direct 
connections

Southwest Airlines launched 
its direct service between 
Orlando and Princess Ju-
liana Airport on Tuesday. 

With one daily flight, this new 
route is expected to boost the 
flow of American tourists, but it 
is also good news for the island’s 
residents, who can now reach Walt 
Disney World in about 3 hours 
and 30 minutes of flight time.  
This Saturday, April 11, a se-
cond direct route will be inau-
gurated, this one from Baltimore. A fitting return, as this port city once welcomed goods from 
the Caribbean. The destination will be accessible in 4 hours and 35 minutes every weekend.  
The establishment of the American airline at Sint Maarten International Airport, its 10th destina-
tion in the Caribbean, is the result of 14 years of negotiations… that today open the doors to two 
popular destinations for the residents of Saint Martin.



VTT, VTC, road bikes or electric bikes, Ça Roule Bike 
Shop has established itself as the new treasure trove 
for cyclists. If for several months the French side of the 
territory has been without a bike shop, that is now a 

thing of the past. 
Its owner? Dean Junior Hodge, a Saint-Martin native passionate 
about cycling since a young age. Entrepreneur, mechanic, but 
above all a cyclist, he is no stranger to the racing circuit. A com-
petitor in mountain biking and road cycling, he has participated 
in championships in Saint-Martin, Martinique, Guadeloupe, and 
even the United States for several years. “At first, I rode with 
my uncles. Then they encouraged me to compete. One of them 
taught me how to fix my bikes, and another helped me with my 
training,” explains the professional.
Although today the cyclist admits to getting back on the saddle 
solely for leisure, he has decided to turn his passion into his pro-
fession. “I worked for nearly 10 years for Tri-Sport on the Dutch 
side and then on the French side. I then had the opportunity to 
open my own shop.” The only employee in his store, Dean can rely 
on the support of his family and hopes to soon recruit a mechanic 
to expand his team.

ALL IN THE SADDLE

Within his shop, the manager offers a wide sELECTION OF 
BIkes. “I wanted to have entry-level models with children’s bikes 
at €350 but also high-end bikes that can go up to €15,000.”
Muscle bikes or electric bikes, helmets, accessories, spare parts, 

everything is designed to meet the needs of cyclists. Among the 
brands sold are Giant, Liv, Cube, Look, and BMC, suppliers that 
the professional knows well and with whom he is accustomed to 
working. 
Far from limiting himself to sales, Ça Roule Bike Shop also has 
a repair workshop. “It was important for me to offer after-sales 
service. This can range from changing a tube to a complete ove-
rhaul. We also repair bikes from brands that we do not sell, and 
we can order parts if needed,” explains Dean. An essential ser-
vice in an environment where salt and sand accelerate the wear 
of equipment.
With Ça Roule Bike Shop, Dean hopes to permanently establish 
cycling in the local landscape. While the beginnings are promi-
sing, he intends to continue the adventure without ever letting go 
of the handlebars.
To discover the shop and the services of Ça Roule Bike Shop, 
visit 102 rue de Hollande in Marigot. Dean welcomes you from 
10 AM to 5 PM on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, as 
well as Wednesday and Saturday from 9 AM to 1 PM.           L.G

Awonderful initiative by 
the Saint-Barth Ani-
mal Action association, 
which is organizing a 

donation drive this Saturday, April 
11, to help the dogs and cats of 
their island, as well as those of 
Saint-Martin. From 8 AM to 6 
PM in the parking lot of Pati in 
Saint-Jean, they will be collecting 
kibble and canned food, as well 
as care products, leashes, collars, etc. “I Love my Island Dog” 
extends its heartfelt thanks for this truly welcome boost!

Animal Shelter
The next capture of stray dogs in public areas will take place 
from Monday, April 13, to Tuesday, April 28. Dog owners are 
urged to be vigilant and not let their pets roam the streets. For 
information: Department of Ecological Transition at 05 90 87 
50 04 or 06 90 88 69 29.

Ça Roule Bike Shop : 
a new turn for cycling in Saint-Martin

The Dog Corner

In Marigot, entrepreneur Dean Junior Hodge opened Ça Roule Bike Shop on March 9. A new space 
dedicated to the sale and repair of bicycles on the French side.
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On the agenda
Marigot Sale
The Marigot Merchants and Restaurateurs Association (AEC) is organi-
zing the big Marigot sale this Saturday, April 11, from 8:30 AM to 6 PM 
on General de Gaulle Street (pedestrian for the occasion). The West 
Indies Mall is also offering, on Friday and Saturday (from 9 AM to 7 PM), 
two days of great deals with discounts of 40% to 70% depending on 
the stores and brands.

Charity Jazz Concert
The Rotary Club of Saint-Martin North is organizing a jazz concert this 
Saturday, April 11, at 7 PM at the Le Sud restaurant in Orient Bay, bene-
fiting the Swali’tainment association and its «Soup Sunday» initiative, 
which aims to support a commitment to help the most vulnerable 
individuals. Reservation (60 €): 06 90 17 00 04.

Equestrian Family Day
The Galion Ranch is renewing its «Family and Fun» event this Sunday, 
April 12, at 2 PM, based on a team challenge principle. New this year, 
the possibility of pony rides for the little ones. Reservation (10 € per 
person): 06 90 76 96 24
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To meet Corinne Kaedzierski — or CK as she likes to sign 
her works — you must leave solid ground. Because it is 
aboard the catamaran where she lives that she welcomes 
us, in a warm interior where her canvases occupy every 

corner. A life built far from conventional paths, at the whim of 
stops and marine horizons, which has ultimately given rise to an 
obvious truth for her: painting.

THE SCHOOL OF THE BRUSH

Nothing predestined Corinne for painting — and perhaps that 
is what makes her journey so endearing. Completely self-taught, 
she first dives into painting animals, especially felines, for the 
simple pleasure of experimenting. “At the beginning, it was just 
for fun, but mainly to learn how to draw,” she confides. She 
fumbles, observes, starts over — and progresses. The lockdown 
of 2020 changes everything: unable to work, she decides to de-
dicate herself to it with more seriousness and regularity. It is at 
this moment that she explores abstract art, pop art, photogra-
phic reproductions without hesitation, and begins to incorporate 

unexpected materials into her compositions. Acrylic naturally 
asserts itself as her medium of choice — its vibrancy and quick 
drying time suit her approach well. Public feedback comes quite 
quickly and is warm. “I was quickly encouraged by those around 
me but also by complete strangers.” Simple words, but they will 
motivate her to continue on this path.

AN ARTIST WHO STILL 
DOESN’T KNOW IT

In 2024, Corinne embarks on a new turning point by focusing 
on portraiture, primarily female, with a sensitivity and mastery 
that surprises the public. The canvases displayed aboard testify 

to this: faces of women with refined features, bold colors, dark 
backgrounds crossed with golden highlights — a powerful and 
silent femininity that commands attention. Yet painting on a boat 
adds its share of challenges — the limited space, the salt, the 
instability — but it is precisely this unique context that fuels her 
momentum. In 2025, her first exhibition at Baie Orientale marks 
an important milestone, and after several sales, her canvases now 
travel to the United States, the Caribbean, and Europe. A beau-
tiful recognition for someone who, however, still does not quite 
manage to claim it. The question of legitimacy remains: without 
formal training, Corinne hesitates to assert what she does, even 
when the public does not mistake it. “I don’t really consider my-
self an artist yet,” she confides timidly. A future, more ambitious 
exhibition is already part of her plans. A trajectory and dreams, 
as atypical as they are sincere, carried by a woman who conti-
nues, canvas after canvas, to reinvent herself.                         S.M

Corinne Kaedzierski : the sea as a workshop

A Night at the Opera…

In our series dedicated to the painters of Saint Martin, Corinne Kaedzierski stands out as an extraordinary artist. She works neither in a studio nor in a gal-
lery: she paints on water, carried by the light of the Caribbean and a freedom all her own.

Parenthesis enchanted for music lovers, this Wednesday, 
April 15 at Pianissimo: Irina Kaufman Brookes and Na-
talia Jordan-R Terrats will give a recital titled «A Night at 
the Opera.» A rare musical moment that will allow those 

who do not yet know her to discover Irina Kaufman Brookes, an 
artist graduated from the Academy of Music in Russia, perfor-
ming at festivals around the world and a member of the jury for 
numerous international piano competitions. 
The concert will take place at Pianissimo (Terrasse Mathilde 
building - 26, rue de la République in Marigot). Reservations are 
€30 or €35 on the day of the event. Please note that seating is 
limited: musicamin@gmail.com or 06 90 49 14 92.



AU LAGOONIES (Cole Bay)

The Bistro-Restaurant, which is open from 
Monday to Saturday for breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner, awaits you for its musical events: on 
Friday, April 10th for the ‘Salsa Cubana Party’ 
with Havana Deep Power starting at 9 PM, 
on Tuesday, April 14th starting at 6 PM with 
Lee & Rodrigo in ‘Alternative Rock-Blues’, 
and on Thursday, April 16th with Amin & Del-
phine ‘Music Addict’ starting at 7 PM. 

A SXM TAVERN (Simpson Bay) 
This Sports Bar is open every day with its 
Snack à la carte specials, billiards table, 
darts, and also broadcasts all sports on 4 
screens, featuring Football Championships 
on April 10/11/12, the Champions League 
quarter-finals at 3 PM on April 14 Liverpool/

PSG & Atlético/Barca and on April 15 Real/
Bayern & Arsenal/Sporting, then Europa on 
April 16.

AU NOWHERE SPECIAL (Simpson Bay)
Le Rum Bar & Restaurant vous attend à ses 
Thursday evenings ‘Special Ladies Night’ 
with Roxsy & Krg Band, Friday ‘Reggae’ with 
Rémo & Barbwire Band, Saturday ‘Special 
Saturday’ with Royalty & Krg Band & DJs, 
then Sunday ‘Sunday Madness’ with DJs 
Siw Roo, Kembe, Sexer, Thonyy.

AU SOGGY DOLLAR (Simpson Bay)

The Bar-Club invites you to its evenings star-
ting at 7 PM, Friday ‘Fridazz’ with DJ Boss-
man & EM, Saturday the ‘Signature’ night 
with DJ EM, Sunday ‘Reggae Night’ with Per-

cy Rankin and Bunfire Band, then Tuesday 
‘Latin Night’ with Latin Sugar Band & DJ 
Euro, Wednesday ‘Ladies Night’ with DJ EM, 
and Thursday ‘Throwback’ with DJ EM.

MARY’S BOON RESORT (Simpson Bay).

The Beach Restaurant offers Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week, with ‘Specials Every Day’, 
then on Saturday, April 11, the ‘Sexy Satur-
day’ starting at 12 PM with DJ Sigma & singer 
Christine Gordon, and on Sunday, April 12, 
its ‘Beach Party’ with DJ Gringo from 1 PM to 
6 PM.   

AU D’S AU BEACH (Beacon Music’ Hill)
The Bar-Grill invites you to the ‘Movie Party’ 
on Friday starting at 6:30 PM, Saturday 11/4 

‘Live Music Funk’ with the group Workshop 
starting at 6 PM, and then on Sunday 12/4 
from 1 PM to 4 PM the singer Alexia Madrid.

LE LIVING ROOM (Porto Cupecoy)

This Bar-Restaurant on the Porto de Cupe-
coy square is open from Monday to Saturday 
from 5 PM to 1 AM, offering you delicious 
Provençal & Catalan cuisine with its excellent 
chef Stéphane, as well as numerous events 
on Thursdays for ‘Ladies Night’, and on 
weekends the DJ Parties starting at 10 PM.

AU HUPPEL THE PUB (Simpson Bay)
The Sports & Music Bar reminds you every 
Friday of its ‘Karaoke’ with Greg, the Rock-
Soul’ with the band Melting Pot & its guests, 
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La tournée de Mimi

FOR YOUR GOOD 
ANIMATED EVENINGS... 
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La tournée de Mimi
not to mention every day on 3 screens your 
sports appointments with Football’s Cham-
pions League on April 14/15. 

AU LOTUS CLUB (Simpson Bay)

The Night Club invites you every Wednes-
day to its ‘Ladies Night Party’ with DJs Kem-
be & Perfect, on Friday, April 10th its ‘About 
Last Night’ party with DJs Wikked, Perfect, & 
DJ Lucky as Guest, and on Saturday, April 
11th its ‘Hip Hop Party’ with DJs Wikked, 
Blaze & Prince.            

AU BAR-PMU JO (Concordia)
This must-visit spot for bettors features live 
races every day on 2 screens, and is also the 
meeting place for Football with the Cham-
pions League quarter-finals on 4 screens on 
April 14/15, and the Europa League quar-
ter-finals on April 16..

A PIANISSIMO (Marigot)
The Music School invites you on Wednes-
day, April 15th at 7 PM to ‘A Night at the 
Opéra’ Voice & Piano Recital with Irina Kauf-

man Brookes & Natalia Jordan-Terrats. (30€ 
pre-sale/35€ at the door). Tel 0690491492 
– 0590 295014. Email: musicamin@gmail.
com     

AU RAINBOW CAFE (Grand Case)

The Beach-Bar-Restaurant offers its hot mu-
sical entertainment from 4 PM to 10 PM with 
DJs Peter Sweet & Soleben and international 
guests on Saturday, April 11, FDVM, plus 
dancers and shows, and on Sunday, April 12, 
highly anticipated House sets with Bun Xapa.               

AU JOA BEACH (Baie Orientale)
The Beach Bar Restaurant invites you to its 
big ‘Beach Party’ on Saturday, April 11th with 
DJ Owlish and starting at 8 PM, featuring 
DJs Tom & Collins as guests.

LE SUD (Baie Orientale)
The Bar-Restaurant, which is open 7 days 
a week for lunch (except Monday) and for 
dinner, offers a Charity Concert on Saturday, 
April 11, featuring C. Amour, AF. Djane & Owi 
Mazel in the ‘Jazz Trio Live’ from 7 PM to 10 

PM, followed by its ‘Live Music’ nights during 
the week with musicians Soley, Scud, Owi, 
William…      

AU RED PIANO (Pelican Key) 

The Piano Bar awaits you every evening 
from 8 PM to midnight with the excellent sin-
ger-pianist Jaclyn Arnold, and on Mondays 
for ‘Church on Monday’ with Royalty & KRG 
Band starting at 9 PM, followed by DJ Na-
chum from midnight to 2 AM

A LA LOTERIE FARM (Pic Paradis)
The Bar-Restaurant located at the Nature 
Reserve invites you on Saturday, April 11 for 
the ‘Jungle Fest’ from 3 PM to midnight with 
DJs Kansara, Miro, Omawav, Sinner, and 
Niglo, and every Sunday for its ‘Sunday Fun-
day’ with DJ EM from 1 PM to 5 PM. 

AU GRAND ST MARTIN (Marigot)
The Bar-Restaurant that welcomes everyone 
all Days for Lunch, with its many special di-
shes in addition to the menu like the Royal 
Couscous on Saturday, April 11, and reminds 

you of your Football appointments on the big 
screen with the quarter-finals of the Cham-
pions League on April 14 and 15. Also note 
at the Restaurant the Tarot Tournament or-
ganized by the Tarot Association ‘Les Joyeux 
Pelicans’ on Saturday, April 25 at 3 PM, with 
a registration fee of €35 per player including 
the evening meal and Reservations now at 
0690 639450.

AU CAPTAIN FRENCHY (Grand Case)

The Beach Restaurant invites you to its 
‘Beach Party’ on Sunday, April 12th starting 
at 6 PM with DJs Big Boss, Maestro, Eyedol, 
Speyenol, Siw’Roo, Tryss & Prince.     

AU RENDEZ - VOUS (Porto Cupecoy) 
The Bar-Restaurant awaits you every Tues-
day for its Live Music (Jazz, Blues, Soul) with 
singer Ayan Farah from 7 PM to 9 PM, Fri-
days for its dinner concert with Alfrédo from 
6:30 PM to 9:30 PM, and Sundays for its 
‘Jazz Lunch’ from 1 PM to 4 PM with a dozen 
musicians.




